
South Carolina

Monthly Rent Affordable to Selected Income 

Levels Compared with Two-Bedroom FMR

In South Carolina, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $615.  In order to afford this level of 
rent and utilities – without paying more than 30% of income on housing – a household must earn $2,048 monthly or 
$24,580 annually.  Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into a Housing 
Wage of:

In South Carolina, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of $5.15.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-
bedroom apartment, a minimum wage earner must work 92 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or a household must 
include 2.3 minimum wage earners working 40 hours per week year-round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR 
affordable.

In South Carolina, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $9.77.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-
bedroom apartment at this wage, a renter must work 48 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per 
week year-round, a household must include 1.2 workers earning the mean renter wage in order to make the two-
bedroom FMR affordable.
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South Carolina
Renter Households
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5
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South Carolina 426,235$53,083 $398$1,327$615 $24,580 28%$15,925$11.82 $9.772.3 1.2$508

Metropolitan Areas

Anderson, SC MSA 15,582$52,700 $395$1,318$552 $22,080 24%$15,810$10.62 $7.952.1 1.3$413
Augusta-Richmond County, GA-SC MSA 15,153$52,200 $392$1,305$585 $23,400 24%$15,660$11.25 $10.902.2 1.0$567
Charleston-North Charleston, SC MSA 69,597$56,400 $423$1,410$690 $27,600 33%$16,920$13.27 $10.572.6 1.3$549
Charlotte-Gastonia-Concord, NC-SC HMFA 16,406$64,400 $483$1,610$707 $28,280 27%$19,320$13.60 $10.252.6 1.3$533
Columbia, SC HMFA 69,595$58,900 $442$1,473$657 $26,280 31%$17,670$12.63 $10.012.5 1.3$521
Darlington County, SC HMFA 5,944$45,100 $338$1,128$500 $20,000 23%$13,530$9.62 $9.891.9 1.0$514
Florence, SC HMFA 12,744$48,000 $360$1,200$504 $20,160 27%$14,400$9.69 $8.821.9 1.1$459
Greenville, SC HMFA 58,566$56,500 $424$1,413$623 $24,920 31%$16,950$11.98 $10.592.3 1.1$551
Kershaw County, SC HMFA 3,634$53,700 $403$1,343$520 $20,800 18%$16,110$10.00 $8.571.9 1.2$446
Laurens County, SC HMFA 5,935$47,300 $355$1,183$532 $21,280 23%$14,190$10.23 $8.392.0 1.2$436
Myrtle Beach-Conway-North Myrtle Beach, SC MSA 22,101$51,300 $385$1,283$712 $28,480 27%$15,390$13.69 $8.942.7 1.5$465
Spartanburg, SC MSA 27,381$54,200 $407$1,355$580 $23,200 28%$16,260$11.15 $10.852.2 1.0$564
Sumter, SC MSA 11,521$46,600 $350$1,165$518 $20,720 31%$13,980$9.96 $8.701.9 1.1$452

Combined Nonmetro Areas

South Carolina 92,076$46,826 $351$1,171$550 $21,983 24%$14,048$10.57 $8.582.1 1.2$446

Counties

Abbeville County 1,985$46,400 $348$1,160$500 $20,000 20%$13,920$9.62 $7.641.9 1.3$397
Aiken County 13,530$52,200 $392$1,305$585 $23,400 24%$15,660$11.25 $11.412.2 1.0$593
Allendale County 1,076$32,800 $246$820$500 $20,000 27%$9,840$9.62 $8.781.9 1.1$456
Anderson County 15,582$52,700 $395$1,318$552 $22,080 24%$15,810$10.62 $7.952.1 1.3$413
Bamberg County 1,543$34,500 $259$863$500 $20,000 25%$10,350$9.62 $6.311.9 1.5$328
Barnwell County 2,210$40,100 $301$1,003$500 $20,000 24%$12,030$9.62 $7.551.9 1.3$392
Beaufort County 12,169$63,000 $473$1,575$803 $32,120 27%$18,900$15.44 $9.923.0 1.6$516
Berkeley County 12,880$56,400 $423$1,410$690 $27,600 26%$16,920$13.27 $12.182.6 1.1$634
Calhoun County 930$58,900 $442$1,473$657 $26,280 16%$17,670$12.63 $9.892.5 1.3$515
Charleston County 48,035$56,400 $423$1,410$690 $27,600 39%$16,920$13.27 $10.432.6 1.3$543
Cherokee County 5,354$46,900 $352$1,173$500 $20,000 26%$14,070$9.62 $9.161.9 1.1$476
Chester County 2,790$45,600 $342$1,140$516 $20,640 22%$13,680$9.92 $9.541.9 1.0$496
Chesterfield County 3,939$43,200 $324$1,080$500 $20,000 24%$12,960$9.62 $7.951.9 1.2$413
Clarendon County 2,473$41,000 $308$1,025$524 $20,960 21%$12,300$10.08 $6.102.0 1.7$317
Colleton County 2,858$40,600 $305$1,015$500 $20,000 20%$12,180$9.62 $7.891.9 1.2$410
Darlington County 5,944$45,100 $338$1,128$500 $20,000 23%$13,530$9.62 $9.891.9 1.0$514
Dillon County 3,137$39,400 $296$985$500 $20,000 28%$11,820$9.62 $5.631.9 1.7$293
Dorchester County 8,682$56,400 $423$1,410$690 $27,600 25%$16,920$13.27 $9.562.6 1.4$497

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of income on housing costs.
2: AMI = Area Median Income (HUD, 2006).
1: FMR = Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2006; final as of October 1).

4: Annual income of 30% of AMI or less is the federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.
5: Estimated mean renter wage is based on BLS data and adjusted using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000.
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Edgefield County 1,623$52,200 $392$1,305$585 $23,400 20%$15,660$11.25 $5.662.2 2.0$294
Fairfield County 1,975$58,900 $442$1,473$657 $26,280 23%$17,670$12.63 $10.152.5 1.2$528
Florence County 12,744$48,000 $360$1,200$504 $20,160 27%$14,400$9.69 $8.821.9 1.1$459
Georgetown County 4,053$49,700 $373$1,243$592 $23,680 19%$14,910$11.38 $8.442.2 1.3$439
Greenville County 47,585$56,500 $424$1,413$623 $24,920 32%$16,950$11.98 $11.062.3 1.1$575
Greenwood County 7,904$50,200 $377$1,255$528 $21,120 31%$15,060$10.15 $9.202.0 1.1$478
Hampton County 1,627$41,600 $312$1,040$500 $20,000 22%$12,480$9.62 $9.421.9 1.0$490
Horry County 22,101$51,300 $385$1,283$712 $28,480 27%$15,390$13.69 $8.942.7 1.5$465
Jasper County 1,566$44,800 $336$1,120$556 $22,240 22%$13,440$10.69 $9.672.1 1.1$503
Kershaw County 3,634$53,700 $403$1,343$520 $20,800 18%$16,110$10.00 $8.571.9 1.2$446
Lancaster County 5,743$48,900 $367$1,223$500 $20,000 25%$14,670$9.62 $10.491.9 0.9$545
Laurens County 5,935$47,300 $355$1,183$532 $21,280 23%$14,190$10.23 $8.392.0 1.2$436
Lee County 1,424$40,900 $307$1,023$500 $20,000 21%$12,270$9.62 $6.151.9 1.6$320
Lexington County 18,966$58,900 $442$1,473$657 $26,280 23%$17,670$12.63 $9.082.5 1.4$472
Marion County 3,539$39,500 $296$988$500 $20,000 27%$11,850$9.62 $7.121.9 1.4$370
Marlboro County 3,055$38,300 $287$958$500 $20,000 29%$11,490$9.62 $8.181.9 1.2$425
McCormick County 674$46,400 $348$1,160$506 $20,240 19%$13,920$9.73 $5.301.9 1.8$276
Newberry County 3,267$48,600 $365$1,215$500 $20,000 23%$14,580$9.62 $7.151.9 1.3$372
Oconee County 5,903$51,300 $385$1,283$504 $20,160 22%$15,390$9.69 $9.301.9 1.0$484
Orangeburg County 8,312$43,300 $325$1,083$500 $20,000 24%$12,990$9.62 $8.001.9 1.2$416
Pickens County 10,981$56,500 $424$1,413$623 $24,920 27%$16,950$11.98 $7.032.3 1.7$365
Richland County 46,342$58,900 $442$1,473$657 $26,280 39%$17,670$12.63 $10.532.5 1.2$548
Saluda County 1,382$58,900 $442$1,473$657 $26,280 19%$17,670$12.63 $6.932.5 1.8$360
Spartanburg County 27,381$54,200 $407$1,355$580 $23,200 28%$16,260$11.15 $10.852.2 1.0$564
Sumter County 11,521$46,600 $350$1,165$518 $20,720 31%$13,980$9.96 $8.701.9 1.1$452
Union County 2,822$44,800 $336$1,120$500 $20,000 23%$13,440$9.62 $6.861.9 1.4$356
Williamsburg County 2,653$36,500 $274$913$524 $20,960 19%$10,950$10.08 $6.042.0 1.7$314
York County 16,406$64,400 $483$1,610$707 $28,280 27%$19,320$13.60 $10.252.6 1.3$533

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of income on housing costs.
2: AMI = Area Median Income (HUD, 2006).
1: FMR = Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2006; final as of October 1).

4: Annual income of 30% of AMI or less is the federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.
5: Estimated mean renter wage is based on BLS data and adjusted using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000.
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